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out thinking of the curious relation into which he is
thus brought with the natives of another hemisphere.
The order which results from all these independent
activities appeared to the older economists as an
illustration of the doctrine of Final Causes, Pro-
vidence had so ordered things that each man, by
pursuing his own interests, pursued the interests of
all. To a later school it appears rather as an illus-
tration of the doctrine by which organisms are
constructed through the struggle for existence and
the survival of the fittest. In either case, it seems
as though the mechanism were made rather for us
than by us ; that it is the product of conditions which
we cannot control, instead of being an arrangement
put together by conscious volitions. And, therefore,
when the economist shows us what in fact are the
existing arrangements and their mutual relations, he
appears to be making a discovery of a scientific fact
as much as if he were describing the anatomy of
some newly-discovered animal or plant.

The real assumption of the economist therefore
is, as I think, simply the existence of a certain in-
dustrial organisation, which has a real existence as
much as an army or a church ; and there is no reason
why his description should not be as accurate as the
complexity of the facts allows. He is giving us the
anatomy of society considered as a huge mechanism